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Date Event
19th - 29th  Nov Fieldtrips
9th - 12th  Dec Service Week / MYP Week without Walls
13th Dec 3-Way Conference (End of Term I)
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Message from the Head of School / CEO

Greetings AIS Families, 
It is with immense pleasure that I share, we have                        
secured the adjacent land, the soon-to-be MYP Block. 
This academic year will be the one that goes down in history as the year we made great strides.

Our school that now flaunts a tick for PYP only, will soon flaunt two more, for DP and MYP. This has been 
possible due to the support from all of you, parents and the entire AIS community. As I have always main-
tained, it is upward and onward for MYP, and all other departments. Congratulations to one and all! 
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IB WORKSHOPS

In the spirit of life-long learning, our teachers participated in a two-day work-
shop, that spanned inquiry, the learning environment and early 
learners. This learning opportunity was facilitated by experienced IB World 
trainers from all over the globe.

During one task, teachers were 
asked to bring artifacts that 
show their beliefs about children 
and learning. One group brought 
tissue, to symbolise that it is okay 

for children to express their 
emotions. 

-Ameena Lalani - HoS/CEO
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PARENT TEACHER ORGANISATION (PTO) UPDATES

INTRODUCING THE  2019-20 AIS PTO

ADMINISTRATION UPDATES

AIS PARENTSAIS STAFF

Dear AIS Families,   
It is with excitement and responsibility that we, the 2019-2020 PTO Team, look 
forward to working, building and bettering our school community as a whole. We 
aim to work hard to support our students, parents, and AIS staff members and 
address improvements that can be made. All while having fun along the way! 
As we take on this amazing opportunity to impact our school community, we know 
that the parents and the staff share a common goal in sustaining a nurturing, happy 
learning environment for our children. When we all remember and maintain this 

common goal with respect and understanding for one another, our children are the winners! We look 
forward to the support and involvement from all community members, as PTO creates and implements our 
plans for the year.  We wish you all an amazing year ahead and look forward to working together. 
                    Fabrice Brad Rulinda  - Chairperson PTO 
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HEALTH CHECK

EVACUATION DRILL

Every term, we invite our empanelled healthcare provider, UMC (Victoria 
Hospital), to conduct health checks for our students, which covers either dental, 
eyesight or BMI. This term, the check was to calculate Body Mass Index (BMI), 
which helps to determine whether a student is in the healthy weight range for 
their height. Please do contact us, if you would like more information about this 
check. 

Another regular exercise every term is Evacuation Drill. During this drill, 
we check the preparedness of our staff and students to any emergency 
situation that may arise.
We are happy to share that our entire drill, from the alarm going off to 
assembly point roll call, took 9 minutes. We aim to improve this.
We also exhort you to speak with your child (ren) about the importance of 
drills and their timely response and attentiveness. 
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ECDC & PYP CCC

MYP CCC

COFFEE WITH CURRICULUM COORDINATORS

Mr. Evans led a wonderful Coffee with the Curriculum Coordinators for 
ECDC and PYP, where he led parents in an activity to learn more about 
the IB Learner Profiles. It was amazing to see how extraordinary people 
around the world are demonstrating these Learner Profiles (LP) and the 
importance of instilling them in our students. 
The first session of CCC 2019-20 saw PYP parents inquire into the 
Learner Profile – the foundation of IB programs. They collaboratively 
worked to assign LP attributes to some key personalities from TIMES 
MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE 2019. They worked together to decide 

whether Mohammed Salah (Egyptian footballer), Michelle Obama (former first lady USA) and Abiy Ahmed 
(Nobel peace prize winner and Ethiopian prime minister) were risk-takers, open-minded or inquirers.  Some 
parents modeled being RISK-TAKERS and COMMUNICATORS and were eager to address the crowd and share 
their learning. A survey was taken during the session as a contribution to our ongoing PYP self-study and 
parent feedback shows we’re heading in the right direction, as a school. 

Back in September, Mr. Kyle lead an Introduction to the IB Middle Years Program 
(MYP). This session was aimed at new parents/guardians, who were joining the 
MYP this academic year, but we were excited see many of our current parents.  
During this session Mr. Kyle spoke in great detail about the MYP program.  The 
MYP parents / guardians were able to understand the difference between PYP 
and MYP. The session was well attended by new and current parents/ guard-
ians. This will, of course, encourage and support the students to keep achieving 

here at AIS. Once Mr. Kyle finished the session, there was an opportunity for parents/guardians to meet one 
another and share experiences. We are extremely grateful to you, as parents/guardians, for attending such 
events, as it allows us to work with you for the benefit of the students. 

The IB mission is to develop 
inquiring,  knowledgeable and caring young 
people, who help to create a better and 
more peaceful world, through intercultural 
understanding and respect. To what extent 
do you think AIS is close to this?
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EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE UPDATES

Time really flies when you are having fun! I can’t believe we are already half way through the first term of the 
year. The first half of the term has been jam packed with exciting Units of Inquiry, fun events, celebrations 
and of course lots of learning.

We started the year with the theme “All About Me.”  We learned how 
our families are part of who we are and that all families look different. 
During Family Week, we had mommies and daddies come in to facili-
tate a special activity in class. Thank you to all the parents who came 
and read a story, played a game, led an arts and crafts activity or put 
on a puppet show for us! It was wonderful to see many of you getting 
involved in your child’s class and becoming a teacher for the day. 
We ended Family Week with a bang, at our Grandparents’ Day Carni-
val. We hope you enjoyed moving throughout the auditorium to play 
all the carnival games.  The ECDC teachers put in a lot of effort to make 
this event really fun for you and your students, so a big thank you goes out to them!

In October, we had the Reception classes put-
ting on our first assembly of the year. They did 
a fabulous job showcasing all they had been 
learning in their first Unit of Inquiry, “Who We 
Are.” Reception Elephants sang a song about 
families, Reception Hippos sang a song about 
the five senses, and Reception Giraffes danced 
to a song about mothers and fathers. 

FAMILY WEEK/ GRANDPARENTS’ DAY

RECEPTION ASSEMBLY
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This year, Global Village was celebrated in a unique way. 
It started with a colourful assembly to celebrate our 
mother tongue program and the parent volunteers who 
contribute to it. The UN announced 2019 as the 
International Year of Indigenous Languages – the PYP 
chose to celebrate this and honour our long-running 
mother tongue program. Therefore each class selected 
a minority language or mother tongue language out of 
the over 20 native languages represented in school. 
Pupils had to work closely with the teachers and           
create elaborate presentations to create awareness 
about the fast disappearing native languages. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 

parents who came to volunteer and teach students 
in the various categories. They came up as resource 
persons to teach students on various occasion 
during their ‘Unit of Inquiry’ class. 
The children had fun and were excited. They were 
able to speak and listen to fellow students speak 
other languages. Some of the languages spoken
included: Sinhala, Luganda, Kiswahil, Hindi and 
many more. The AIS community enjoyed various 
types of food too. We want to appreciate everyone 
who contributed to the success of the Global Village 
event. All those who contributed time and
resources (i.e. skills and knowledge) towards the 
success of the Global village, thank you, Our ECDC 
young learners took us on a journey of how festivals 
and ceremonies are celebrated around the world!
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MYP UPDATES

This year, Acorns International School was among the 10,000 leading 
scholars participating in the World Scholar’s Cup 2019. During the MYP 
students’ time in Durban (South Africa), the teams participated in a 
series of academic challenges in an atmosphere that celebrates learning 
and global citizenship. 
Mr. Charles and Ms. Rina lead a very successful trip with eleven students. 
The trip was a great experience and both staff and students had a great 
time. The students bagged 22 silver medals and 17 gold medals, giving us 
a fantastic total of thirty nine medals.  Our senior team qualified for the 

final round, and two of our students are currently at Yale University, America, with Mr. Kyle leading the team. 
Well done, team AIS!

This year, the MYP department 
participated in the AIS Global 
Village by hosting an “Africana” 
festival. Each year band in the MYP 
had a different project celebrating 
various aspects of African culture. 
Year 7 had been learning about 
myths, legends and traditional 
tales from around the world, and 
then practiced telling specifically 
African tales around the campfire. 
Year 8 students had been looking 
at the various causes and conse-

quences of globalization, and ap-
plied these new understandings 
to the African context. They also 
created posters illustrating this 
dynamic relationship. Year 9 
students had been exploring Af-
rican Francophone countries and 
cultures, and then brought in their 
own homemade dishes from those 
they had been studying. Year 10 
students had beenstudying rheto-
ric and oratory, and then wrote 
and gave their own 

speeches related specifically to the 
African situation. Year 11 students 
explored the relationship between 
poets and Africa, and created post-
ers and gave presentations explor-
ing these connections. Overall, 
it was a meaningful experience 
for the students involved, as they 
walked away having various new 
perspectives of this our continent, 
and our home. 

WORLD SCHOLARS CUP - SOUTH AFRICA AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

MYP AFRICANA
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We are looking forward to welcoming The Revd Tim Hall to AIS in November.  Revd Tim has been Chaplain 
at St David’s College for 30 years, where he first joined the staff 49 years ago.  He was Miss Zoe’s Geogra-
phy Teacher, but in the last 8 years or so, she has become one of his close family 
members.  Revd Tim was Head of Geography for 20 or so years, served as a House-
master, Head of Boarding, Sailing Instructor, Resilience Champion, Accredited Media-
tor and whilst continuing as Chaplain, developed School Marketing and Admissions
systems and travelled globally as Director of International Relations. For over 25 
years, he has been working closely with Uganda and for 15 years brought teams of 
young people from St David’s on cultural exchange programmes.  Revd Tim has several 
Special              Educations Needs projects and is currently working in schools in Bahrain and 
Ghana.  He heads a charity, called Link International Innovation, which in partner-
ship with the Ugandan counterpart has developed a number of business, educational, 
health care and sustainability projects in Uganda.  The campsite in Kyambura, which a   
number of AIS pupils will be visiting, is one of the business and community
 projects.  Revd Tim will spend some time in school meeting the Head of  School, 
teachers and pupils and will be available for conversations.

Ms. Zoe gathered the MYP department to present an assembly. The assembly was based on Internet Safety. 
During the assembly, students were shocked by some of the information regarding their safety online. 
Students and staff were fully involved during this session. One of the messages for the students tounder-
stand was that each and every one of them have a choice when using the internet. It is their responsibility to 
protect themselves and keep their data safe. We have assemblies planned and will be run by different 
members of staff. If you wish to find out the assembly schedule, please get in touch. 

It’s that time of year, when the MYP students go with their peers on an adventure. The 
fieldtrips will be taking place throughout November and the first week of December. Each 
year band will be going to a different location within Uganda. We hope that all the students 
have a great time and we look forward to hearing all about it once they return. 

VISITOR FROM THE UK 

ASSEMBLIES 

FIELDTRIPS

Parents and guardians did you know?
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Significant momentum has been building with the growth of 
the AIS Sports Teams. Currently, AIS has teams for the following 
sports: basketball, football, swimming, badminton and table ten-
nis. These               students have been training several times a week 

in order to develop and improve their competitive skills. This term, PYP and Year 7 students have competed 
in basketball matches, while Year 6 and MYP students played a series of football matches. 

We are so proud of our Under 10 Girls Basketball Team, who made it to the finals, 
which were held on      Saturday, November 2, 2019 at Vienna College Namugongo. 
The girls worked hard and played their best. The final score was AKPS 16 - AIS 14. We 
congratulate them for ending up as runner’s up this season. We also congratulate all 
of our other teams for their hard work and dedication this term. 

Looking forward, the only event left this season is the International School Sports Association (ISSA) Pri-
mary Swim Gala which is scheduled for Tuesday, November 12, 2019 and this year AIS will be hosting. The 
event is to start at 9:30 a.m. and expected to continue until lunch time. Some of the events the AIS Swim 
team will be competing in include: 100 Meter Individual Medley, 25 & 50 Meter Breaststroke, 25 Meter 
Backstroke, 25 Meter Butterfly, 100 and 200 Meter Mixed Freestyle Relay, and the 25 and 50 Meter Free-
style. 

House Team Elections
In October, House Team Vice Captain and Captain elections took place. Students in PYP and MYP were given 
opportunities to campaign and give speeches as to why they were the best candidate to lead their team to 
victory during the upcoming Sports Week event, which is scheduled to take place in Term 2. Candidates 
brought in attributes of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Learner Profile, displaying virtues of Consid-
eration, Open-Mindedness, Courage, amongst others. At the ECDC level, teachers voted on one student at the 
Reception level for each House Team that showcase those very Learner Profile attributes on a regular basis. The 
results of the House Team elections are as follows:

A very big thank you to all students who participated in this democratic process and congratulations to all students 
who were elected as House Team leaders. 

TEAM FIRE

TEAM WATER

TEAM EARTH

TEAM LIGHT

TEAM AIR

TEAM METAL

CAPTAIN
Aavardan

Mehanathan Sundar
Year 11

CAPTAIN
Anthony Atukunda

Year 10

CAPTAIN
Kartik Marwaha

Year 11

CAPTAIN
Sharon Mutoni 

Murenzi
Year 10

CAPTAIN
Aleser Morvi

Year 11

CAPTAIN
Shafin Chowdhury

Year 11

VICE CAPTAIN 
(PYP)

Alice Angel 
Year 6 

VICE CAPTAIN 
(PYP)

Atia Tendo
Year 6

VICE CAPTAIN 
(PYP)

Ashley Micah 
Byarugaba

Year 6

VICE CAPTAIN 
(PYP)

Tyra Namata
Year 6

VICE CAPTAIN 
(PYP)

Rima Shaban
Year 6 

VICE CAPTAIN 
(PYP)

Fathima Shazfa
Year 6

VICE CAPTAIN 
(ECDC)

Farida Hamza
Reception

VICE CAPTAIN 
(ECDC)

Li Ming Hao
Reception 

VICE CAPTAIN 
(ECDC)

Twinomujuni 
Leslie Wright 

Reception

VICE CAPTAIN 
(ECDC)

Deborah Namutebi 
Gift

Reception

VICE CAPTAIN 
(ECDC)

Luc Jr Angwenyi
Reception 

VICE CAPTAIN 
(ECDC)

Umaira B
Reception

STANDALONE AND SPORTS UPDATES


